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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is in response to the RCE filed on 3/16/2009. Claims 1-10, 13, 19- 
22, 26-29, 32, and 34-40 are currently pending in the application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

3. Claims 1-8, 10, 13, 19-22, 27-29, 32, 34-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being 
anticipated by "De-identification of ICU Patient Records" by Jason M. Levine hereinafter 
referred to as Levine. 

4. As to claim 1, Levine discloses a method for checking for patient information in a data 
stream in a medical records system comprising: 

transferring the data stream in the medical records system (Levine page 6 section 1 .2); 

extracting a portion of alphabet data from the data stream (Levine page 6 section 1 .2 and 
page 1 1 section 1.7.2 wherein alphabet information is a patients first name); 

automatically comparing the portion of alphabet data with a predetermined sequence in a 
database (Levine page 1 1 section 1.7.2 wherein a predetermined sequence is stored in "fields" 
and free text is searched for the information. See also page 6 section 1 .3); 

automatically determining whether the portion of alphabet data comprises patient 
information based on the comparison (Levine page 6 section 1 .3); and 
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modifying the portion of alphabet data if it comprises patient information so that the 
modified portion of the alphabet data is independent of the patient information (Levine page 1 1 
and page 12 section 1.7.2 wherein the alphabet data, is replaced with the name of the field, i.e. a 
patients name is replaced with "PATIENTFIRSTNAME"). 

5. As to claim 2, see the discussion of claim 1 , additionally, Levine discloses the method 
wherein transferring the data stream in the medical records system comprises generating a report 
comprising the data stream (Levine page 6 section 1 .2). 

6. As to claim 3, see the discussion of claim 1, additionally, Levine discloses the method 
wherein transferring the data stream in the medical records system comprises inputting the data 
stream into the medical records system (Levine page 6 section 1 .2). 

7. As to claim 4, see the discussion of claim 1, additionally, Levine discloses the method 
wherein transferring the data stream in the medical records system comprises sending the data 
stream to a peripheral device (Levine page 6 section 1 .2). 

8. As to claim 5, see the discussion of claim 1, additionally, Levine discloses the method 
wherein extracting a portion of alphabet data from the data stream comprises parsing the data 
stream (Levine page 11 and page 12 section 1.7.2). 

9. As to claim 6, see the discussion of claim 1 , additionally, Levine discloses the method 
wherein automatically comparing the portion of alphabet data with a predetermined sequence in 
a database comprises automatically comparing the portion of alphabet data with a predetermined 
format (Levine page 11 and page 12 section 1.7.2). 

10. As to claim 7, see the discussion of claim 1, additionally, Levine discloses the method 
wherein automatically comparing the portion of alphabet data with a predetermined sequence in 
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a database and determining whether the portion of alphabet data comprises patient information 
based on the comparison comprises using rules to specify a sequence of alphabet characters that 
includes patient information (Levine page 1 1 and page 12 section 1.7.2). 

11. As to claim 8, see the discussion of claims 1 and 7, additionally, Levine discloses the 
method wherein the rules comprise an expert system (Levine page 1 1 and page 12 section 1.7.2). 

12. As to claim 10, see the discussion of claim 1, additionally, Levine discloses the method 
wherein modifying the portion of alphabet data comprises modifying content of the portion of 
alphabet data (Levine page 1 1 and page 12 section 1.7.2). 

13. As to claim 13, see the discussion of claim 1 , additionally, Levine discloses the method 
wherein the patient information is selected from the group consisting of name, postal address, e- 
mail address, telephone number, social security number, and birthday (Levine pages 8 and 9). 

14. As to claim 19, Levine discloses a computer-based system for monitoring patient 
information in a medical records system, said computer-based system comprising: 

a transfer device for transferring a data stream in the medical records system (Levine page 
6 section 1 .2); 

a memory storing predetermined sequences of patient information (Levine page 1 1 
section 1.7.2 wherein a predetermined sequence is stored in "fields" and free text is searched for 
the information. See also page 6 section 1 .3); and 

a processor being coupled to the memory and the transfer device, the processor 
comparing an alphabet portion of the data stream with at least one predetermined sequence in the 
memory, determining whether the alphabet portion of the data stream comprises patient 
information based on the comparison, and modifying the alphabet portion of the data stream so 
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that the modified alphabet portion of the data stream is independent of the patient information if 
the alphabet portion of the data stream comprises patient information (Levine page 1 1 and page 
12 section 1.7.2 wherein the alphabet data, is replaced with the name of the field, i.e. a patients 
name is replaced with "PATIENTFIRSTNAME"). 

15. As to claim 20, see the discussion of claim 19, additionally, Levine discloses the 
computer-based system wherein the transfer device comprises an input device (Levine page 6 
section 1.2). 

16. As to claim 21, see the discussion of claim 19, additionally, Levine discloses the 
computer-based system wherein the data stream comprises a generated report( Levine page 6 
section 1 .2); and 

wherein the transfer device comprises an output device (Levine page 6 section 1.2). 

17. As to claim 22, see the discussion of claim 19, additionally, Levine discloses the 
computer-based system wherein the memory further comprises rules; and 

wherein the processor comparing an alphabet portion of data with at least one 
predetermined sequence in the memory and determining whether the alphabet portion of the data 
stream comprises patient information based on the comparison comprises using the rules to 
specify a sequence of alphabet characters that includes patient information(Ievme page 1 1 and 
page 12 section 1.7.2). 

18. As to claim 27, Levine discloses a computer-based system for monitoring patient 
information in a medical records system, said computer-based system comprising: 

a transfer device for transferring a data stream in the medical records system (Levine page 
6 section 1 .2); 
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a memory storing predetermined sequences of patient information (Levine page 1 1 
section 1.7.2 wherein a predetermined sequence is stored in "fields" and free text is searched for 
the information. See also page 6 section 1 .3); and 

a processor being coupled to the memory and the transfer device, the processor 
determining at least one characteristic of the data stream, determining whether an alphabet 
portion of data stream comprises patient information based on the characteristic, and modifying 
the alphabet portion of data stream if it comprises patient information so that the modified 
alphabet portion of the data stream is independent of the patient information (Levine page 1 1 and 
page 12 section 1.7.2 wherein the alphabet data, is replaced with the name of the field, i.e. a 
patients name is replaced with "PATIENTFIRSTNAME"). 

19. As to claim 28, see the discussion of claim 27, additionally, Levine discloses the 
computer-based system wherein the characteristic comprises whether the data stream is a 
particular form (Levine page 1 1 and page 12 section 1.7.2 wherein a particular form is the 
sequence of characters that make up, for example, a patients name, stored in "fields") 

20. As to claim 29, see the discussion of claim 1, additionally, Levine discloses the method 
wherein the alphabet portion of data comprises a first number of alphabet characters; and 
wherein modifying the alphabet portion of data comprises replacing the alphabet portion of the 
data with a second number of replacement characters, the second number being selected 
independent of the first number, the replacement characters being selected independent of the 
patient information alphabet characters (Levine page 1 1 and page 12 section 1.7.2 wherein a 
patients name, regardless of the number of characters is replaced with 
"PATIENTFIRSTNAME"). 
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21 . As to claim 32, see the discussion of claim 1, additionally, Levine discloses the method 
wherein modifying the alphabet portion of data comprises deleting the alphabet portion of the 
data {Levine page 11 section 1.7.1). 

22. As to claim 34, see the discussion of claim 19, additionally, Levine discloses the 
computer-based system wherein the alphabet portion of data comprises a first number of 
alphabet characters; and 

wherein modifying the alphabet portion of data comprises replacing the alphabet portion of the 
data with a second number of replacement characters, the second number being selected 
independent of the first number, the replacement characters being selected independent of the 
patient information alphabet characters {Levine page 1 1 and page 12 section 1 .7.2 wherein a 
patients name, regardless of the number of characters is replaced with 
"PATIENTFIRSTNAME"). 

23. As to claim 35, see the discussion of claim 19, additionally, Levine discloses the 
computer-based system wherein modifying the alphabet portion of the data stream comprises 
deleting the alphabet portion of the data stream {Levine page 1 1 section 1.7.1). 

24. As to claim 36, see the discussion of claim 27, additionally, Levine discloses the 
computer-based system wherein the alphabet portion of data comprises a first number of 
alphabet characters; and 

wherein modifying the alphabet portion of data comprises replacing the alphabet portion 
of the data with a second number of replacement characters, the second number being selected 
independent of the first number, the replacement characters being selected independent of the 
patient information alphabet characters {Levine page 1 1 and page 12 section 1.7.2 wherein a 
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patients name, regardless of the number of characters is replaced with 
"PATIENTFIRSTNAME"). 

25. As to claim 37, see the discussion of claim 27, additionally, Levine discloses the 
computer-based system wherein modifying the alphabet portion of the data stream comprises 
deleting the alphabet portion of the data stream {Levine page 1 1 section 1.7.1). 

26. As to claim 38, see the discussion of claims 1 and 29, additionally, Levine discloses the 
method wherein the second number of replacement characters comprises a predetermined 
number (Levine page 1 1 and page 12 section 1.7.2 wherein a patients name, regardless of the 
number of characters is replaced with "PATIENTFIRSTNAME" and "PATIENTFIRSTNAME 
is composed of 16 characters). 

27. As to claim 39, see the discussion of claims 19 and 34, additionally, Levine discloses the 
computer-based system wherein the second number of replacement characters comprises a 
predetermined number (Levine page 1 1 and page 12 section 1.7.2 wherein a patients name, 
regardless of the number of characters is replaced with "PATIENTFIRSTNAME" and 
"PATIENTFIRSTNAME is composed of 16 characters). 

28. As to claim 40, see the discussion of claims 27 and 36, additionally, Levine discloses the 
computer-based system wherein the second number of replacement characters comprises a 
predetermined number (Levine page 1 1 and page 12 section 1 .7.2 wherein a patients name, 
regardless of the number of characters is replaced with "PATIENTFIRSTNAME" and 
"PATIENTFIRSTNAME is composed of 16 characters). 



Application/Control Number: 10/668,557 Page 9 

Art Unit: 3626 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

29. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

30. Claims 9 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Levine 
in view of Qamar. 

31. As to claim 9, see the discussion of claim 1 , however, the prior art cited does not 
explicitly disclose an interactive feature between a user and the algorithm. Qamar discloses the 
method further comprising notifying a user of the portion of data which comprises patient 
information and suggesting options to modify the portion of data which comprises relevant 
information, and wherein modifying the portion of data comprises manually selecting one of the 
options to modify the portion of data (page 9 and 10, paragraphs [0200]-[0205]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to modify Levine with Qamar to utilize a method of parsing data, identifying in-correct text to a 
user, and allowing a user to manually select options to modify the data in order to create a user 
friendly software program easily incorporated into existing report generation software for 
medical data. 

32. As to claim 26, see the discussion of claim 19, however, prior art does not explicitly 
disclose an interactive feature between a user and the algorithm. Qamar discloses the computer- 
based system wherein the processor notifies a user of the alphabet portions of the data stream 
comprising information requiring modification and suggesting alternatives for the alphabet 
portions of the data stream comprising the selected information requiring modification (page 9 
and 10, paragraphs [0200]-[0205]). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to modify Levine with Qamar to utilize a method of parsing data, identifying in-correct text to a 
user, and allowing a user to manually select options to modify the data in order to create a user 
friendly software program easily incorporated into existing report generation software for 
medical data. 



Response to Arguments 

33. Applicant's arguments filed 16 March 2009 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

34. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-10, 13, 19-22, 26-29, 32, and 34-40 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

35. The objection to the abstract has been withdrawn in light of receipt of Applicant's 
amendment to the abstract. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eliza Squires whose telephone number is (571)270-7052. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8 am - 4 pm Eastern Standard 
Time. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Gilligan can be reached on 571-272-6770. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Eliza Squires/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3626 
5/4/09 



/Robert Morgan/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3626 



